
 

August 1, 2022 
  
Dear BASD families, faculty, staff, and community, 
  
Welcome back to school!  
  
Bethlehem was recently ranked as one of the top 100 most livable small and mid-sized 
cities in the country. The Livability.com report says, “This former steel city has gone 
through a recent renaissance, and the Lehigh Valley is now a place that churns out 
patents for new products... Community traditions, good schools, and impressive arts and 
culture complement the innovation.”  
  
The Bethlehem Area School District is proud to contribute to what makes Bethlehem 
special through academic innovation, district traditions such as the Liberty-Freedom 
football game, and district participation with all six BASD school marching bands in the 
city’s beloved Halloween parade. Our district is proud to be recognized as a leader in arts 
and music education in the community.  In fact, several years ago, the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts chose Bethlehem as the first site in Pennsylvania—for 
its Ensuring the Arts for Any Given Child program. Please see our 2022-2023 annual 
printed calendar (mailed to each home) highlighting the arts in BASD. 
  
While the pandemic is not in our rear view mirror just yet, we will continue to move 
forward as we did last year with our academic programming and with our many 
extracurricular activities that provide a well-rounded education to all of our students. We 
recognize that our over 13,000 diverse students come from many different economic, 
racial, social, and cultural backgrounds. Our students learn how to work with, learn with 
and play with diverse classmates, preparing for the diverse work world they will one day 
enter. With such wonderful diversity comes the need to focus on equitable access to 
learning for each student. We define equity as giving each student what they need to 
access the academic and extracurricular opportunities our community provides. 
  
Working together with parents, our community and municipal partners, and our talented 
teachers and administrators, we continue to make Bethlehem a top ranked place to live. 
  
Best wishes for a wonderful year! 
  
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
Joseph J. Roy, Ed.D 
Superintendent of Schools  
Bethlehem Area School District 
 


